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Host of the 16" WHO-IRCH Annual Meeting:
Indonesia stands committed as Key Global Player in Herbal Medicines

Jakarta — Indonesia has once again been entrusted to host an international event. The World
Health Organization (WHQO) has appointed Indonesia, in this case the Indonesian Food and
Drug Authority (The Indonesian FDA/BPOM), as the organizer of the 16" Annual Meeting of
the WHO-International Regulatory Cooperation for Herbal Medicines (WHO-IRCH). The 16™
Annual Meeting, held in Jakarta on 13-16 October 2025, combines plenary sessions,
exhibitions, workshops, and visits to the herbal medicines industry.

IRCH Chair Sungchol Kim and Chairperson of BPOM Taruna lkrar officially opened the 16%
WHO-IRCH Annual Meeting on Tuesday (14 October 2025). IRCH 2025 has been attended by
22 member countries, representatives from WHO Regional Offices (WPRO and EMRO),
ministries/institutions, universities, and associations from the herbal medicines, health
supplements, and cosmetics industries.

IRCH is a network of herbal medicines regulatory authorities established at the initiative of
WHO, comprising regulatory bodies from 49 countries authorized to oversee natural
medicines. The forum seeks to facilitate collaboration and knowledge sharing among
regulatory bodies, responsible for herbal medicines oversight, to enhance the safety and
efficacy of herbal products globally.

In this forum, all delegates share information on herbal medicines regulations and its
supervision in each country, as well as develop work plans to identify each country's strengths
in producing herbal medicines. The meeting also discusses various issues surrounding herbal
medicines, including regulatory harmonization and future strategies.

Indonesia, as a mega biodiversity country in the world, has a long history of herbal medicines.
With more than 30,000 recorded plant species, around 9,600 of them are known to have
medicinal properties and are the main ingredients of herbal medicines. Researchers have
found evidence that surgical amputations have been practiced in Kalimantan since 31,000
years ago. It is believed that herbal medicines were used to support the healing process,
prevent infection, and provide anesthetic effects.

However, the number of herbal medicines registered at BPOM is still limited. Although more
than 18,000 herbal medicines/traditional medicines have been registered, the number of
standardized herbal medicines (OHT) and phytopharmaceuticals is still very low, with only 71
OHT and 20 phytopharmaceutical products. This indicates that Indonesia's rich herbal
biodiversity still has vast potential to be explored, developed, and utilized optimally.

Therefore, the Chairperson of BPOM emphasized that Indonesia's leadership role in this
meeting is very significant and beneficial for strengthening mutual surveillance systems and
opening markets. “The 16" WHO-IRCH Annual Meeting is a strategic moment for Indonesia to
play a central role, including introducing Indonesian herbal medicines especially jamu to the
world,” explained BPOM Chairperson Taruna Ikrar. “Your presence here reflects a shared
commitment to strengthening herbal medicines regulations,” he added.
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In Indonesia, the development of herbal medicines continues to progress rapidly. BPOM has
established an academic-business-government (ABG) collaboration framework as a strategic
approach to strengthening herbal medicines research and development. Academics, as
centers of innovation, contribute by generating research ideas and advancing product
development. The business sector plays a key role in providing funding and ensuring that
products meet established standards.

“We (BPOM) provide regulations and guidelines to ensure compliance with safety, efficacy,
and quality. BPOM also continues to encourage the integration of traditional medicines into the
national health system,” explained BPOM Chairperson.

The Chairperson of BPOM emphasized that as individuals take a more proactive role in
maintaining their health, the demand for high-quality, safe, and effective herbal products is
expected to increase significantly. This trend presents not only substantial opportunities for
growth but also complex regulatory challenges that require coordinated international
collaboration, as no single country can address them alone.

Therefore, forum such as this one is essential. This meeting has two main objectives. First, to
review and report on the progress of WHO-IRCH activities, based on the results of the last
meeting in Istanbul in 2024. Second, to involve as many stakeholders as possible in important
workshops focusing on the regulation, safety, efficacy, and quality of herbal medicines.

A number of workshops will be held by the IRCH working groups, namely the Workshop on
Safety and Regulations of Herbal Medicines, and the Workshop on Quality Control,
Standardization and Sustainability of Herbal Medicines. The Workshop on Efficacy and
Intended Use of Herbal Medicines will also be held as part of the IRCH series of activities.

This event also features Indonesia Herbal Mini Expo 2025 participated by 22 industries and
associations in the fields of natural medicines, health supplements, and cosmetics. This
exhibition is a means of promoting Indonesian natural medicines ingredients and products to
IRCH members.

On the last day, delegates are invited to visit herbal medicines manufacturers, namely PT Dexa
Laboratories of Biomolecular Science, PT Dexa Medica Site Cikarang, and PT Bintang Toedjoe
Situ Cikarang, West Java. The purpose of these visits is to introduce advances in research
and development of natural medicines in Indonesia, particularly the Red Ginger Ecosystem
and Herbal Garden.

If you require further information or wish to submit a complaint regarding drug and food, please contact
lapor.go.id, HALOBPOM Contact Center at 1-500-533 (local call rates apply), BPOM Mobile App, SMS 0812-
1-9999-533, WhatsApp 0811-9181-533, email halobpom@pom.go.id, Instagram @BPOM_RI, Facebook
@bpom.official, Twitter @BPOM_RI, or the Consumer Complaint Service Unit (ULPK) at the
Regional/District/Local POM Offices throughout Indonesia.

The Chairperson of BPOM
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